
 
 
Importation of Firearms 
 
Visitors bring in firearms into South Africa for hunting purposes should try to obtain a 
copy of the Temporary Firearm Import Applications – SAP 520 in advance from their 
hunting outfitter, and complete this form before arrival in South Africa. This is 
recommended if possible to help streamline the entry process.   The form however can 
be filled out on arrival.  The form must be completed in black ink and left unsigned until 
the document is finalised in front of the police official issueing the actual permit at the 
airport.   
 
Required along with the SAP 520 will be the following: 
 

 Passport and a copy of the passport (certified) 
 Return tickets to country of origin 
 Proof of ownership (In the case of US citizens a 4457 certificate that can be 

obtain form your local customs office). 
 SAP520 form that is completed in the necessary blocks.  The client must NOT 

sign this document at home but in the presence of the police officer at the airport.  
Complete this document in BLACK INK.  (See example). 

 Letter of invitation from the outfitter, ensuring the outfitters permit number is on 
the invitation. 

We would recommend a letter from the outfitter addressed to the client with all these 
details which the client can produce on arrival.  The police are also fully aware of the 
nature conservation legislation and the fact that a hunt undertaken by a foreign client 
legally must be organised by a hunting outfitter, therefore if a client cannot produce who 
his outfitter is and where he will be hunting, it may be presumed he does not have an 
outfitter and could be operating illegally in South Africa.  In such a case the SAPS may 
not issue a Temporary Import Permit and hold the Client’s firearm/s in safekeeping until 
that client leaves South Africa.  
 
Firearms will be physically inspected to ensure the serial numbers match those of the 
licenses and the application forms.  Ammunition will also be inspected and it is 
important to note that this ammunition also requires a permit.  For visitors clearing 
customs at the Oliver Tambo Airport, Johannesburg, please take note the following 
procedure to be followed on arrival. 
 

 Clear passort control in whichever terminal where the flight arrives. 
 Proceed to baggage claim at the respective carousel.  Pick up general baggage, 

and then proceed to the SAP to identify your firearm.  The police officer will take 
your firearms to the SAP office in the arrival hall. 



 
 Go through customs with your general luggage.  Your host, Jacqueline or Stan, 

will meet you when you coe through.  If they are not there yet, proceed to the 
SAP office.  

 Proceed to the South African Police Firearm Office in the arrival hall next to the 
post office and rest rooms. 

 On the import permit you will receive at the SAP Firearm/s Office, make sure the 
dates are correct for arrival and departure.    

 
For those visitors clearing customs at any of the other international points of entry, 
please take note of the relevant suggestions made above which relate to 
documentation, requirements, etc.  Please ensure sufficient time is allowed to go 
through the temporary importation permit process and to clear customs.  During the 
busy periods of the hunting season up to seventy clients may be needing permits at the 
same time.  We would therefore recommend at least three hours should be set aside for 
this procedure.  Also, please ensure that your fireams arrive on the same flight as you 
do.  This must be done with the airline company on departure.  Your firearm/s may only 
be signed for by you and will not be released to your outfitter or professional hunter 
should it/they arrive on a separate flight.  In this case, the fiream/s will be held by the 
SAPS until such time as you claim ownership in person.   
Please do not pay for any service regarding the handling of a firearm at O.T aiport, or 
any port of entry.  This is a fee service and the south African Police Sercie asks clients 
not to payanybody involved in handling fireams from the time of arrival in South Africa 
right through until you received your fiream and the permit form the SAPS.  Clients that 
are paying the various airline company staff or the security company involved are 
actually creating a problem.  Please note however that there is a handling fee charged 
by airlines and/or security companies for the handling of handguns.  Temporary Import 
Permits (SAP 520) is issued to the particular person and is not transferable.  Temporary 
Import Permits are issued for a period of 90 or 180 days.  When the visitor departs form 
the country, he MUST take all the firearms as stated on the Import Permit with him.  He 
is not allowed to leave any of the fireams mentioned on the SAP 520 in South Africa.  
Should a firearm not be declared and a temporary import, and you proceed through 
customs without declaring a firearm, you will face severe penalties and possible arrest 
on departure from South Africa.   
 
 
 
 
*There is no permit required, nor any charge by the South African Police Service for a 
bow.  Handling fees are charged by airline and/or security companies for bowns and 
handguns, but not for rifles.  No more than one firearm per caliber 200 rounds per 
caliber will be allowed into the country.  The only exception to this is for shotguns, 
where more than one shotgun of the same caliber may be allowed for bird hunting 
purposes if the client produces on arrival at the South African Police Gun Office an 



 
ecceptable written motivation as to why he/she requries more than one shotgun of the 
same claiber.  Permits will only be issued for ammunition which is accompanied by a 
firearm of the same caliber.  Temporary Import Permits will not be issued for anyone 
under the age of 21.  Prohibitions of fireams are: (Section 32 of the Arms & Ammunition 
Act, 1969) 
 

 Automatic Rifles 
 Semi-automaice Rifles 
 Automatic of Semi-Automatic Shotguns 
 Hand Carbines 

 
Strict controls on automatic and semi-automatic firearms are enforced. 
 
This will affect clients wanting to bring in semi-automatice shotguns on temporary import 
permits.  The latest requirement which is in effect immediately is that no temporary 
import permit will be issued unless the application is made in advance together with 
motivational letter as to why the shotgun is needed.  The application must be made 
through the Central Fiorearms Registry.   
 
The SAPS requests applications for semi-automatice shotguns be made well in 
advance so that the necessary administrative work can be completed authorising the 
issueing of the permit before the client arrives in South Africa.  No application on arrival 
will be considered. 
 
No temporary imports will be issued for semi-automatic or automatic rifles. 
 
Happy Hunting! 
 


